
WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

E-car charging workshop – SCDC offices December 2018 

Report back from the Clerk 

 

Cambridgeshire Country Council are planning to make a bid into a fund set up by the Government’s 

office for Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV).  Initially this was only for residential on-street chargers only 

but now local authority owned car parks are eligible.  As far as they know this will be the first time a 

local authority has submitted a County-wide application but with take-up so far being quite low they 

are optimistic that a good bid stands a good chance. 

Various charging options are eligible under this scheme 

Type Charging output Range per hour charging 
Miles 

Full Charge 

Slow Less than 3.5KW 15 8-12 hours 

Standard Between 3.5 KW – 7KW 30 4-6 hours 

Fast 7KW – 23KW 80 1.5 – 4 hours 

Fast DC 12KW – 22 KW 80 1-2 hours 

Rapid chargers are NOT eligible (these would give ca an 80% charge in ca 30 mins). 

Essentially the slower the charge, the less drain on the grid. The issue of grid capacity is key and 

early engagement with UK Power networks would be needed – which CCC would organise for 

successful bids. 

PCs have until 31 May 2019 to apply into CCC. Key points to consider in determining whether to 

apply include: 

 OLEV’s Scheme gives up to 75% of eligible costs (capital costs plus installation) up to a 

maximum of £7.5k per chargepoint so Parish Councils would need to fund the remaining 25% 

(or find grant opportunities). 

 Retrospective funding is not permitted. In terms of the Recreation Ground cark park project 

this means that the enabling ducting works already approved as part of the project scope 

would not be eligible if that work is complete.  The charge point would be eligible – typically 

these range between £750 - £2,000).  

 There is significant preparatory work to do to support an application as it was stressed 

repeatedly that evidence of engagement with the community is key – see appendix A for 

further details.  

 There are a range of practical challenges that PCs will also be expected to consider in terms of 

how to operate a charging scheme.  

I have attached an appendix with further information. These two links provide further general 

information on renewable energy in general, and the OLEV scheme in particular. 

• Application Form and OLEV Guidance 

 Renewable energy – a guide 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/672818/residential-on-street-chargepoints-plug-in-electric-vehicles-grants.pdf
http://www.acre.org.uk/cms/resources/new-acre-cg-renewable-energy.pdf

